Hakone After Dark

Unforgettable Evening Experiences in Japan's Mountain Paradise

Get the best of Hakone at HAKONEJAPAN!
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As the sun dips behind the mountains and a soft indigo hue settles over the landscape, Hakone
transforms. Steam rises gently from hillside hot springs, lantern light flickers against historic
facades, and the crisp evening air carries the promise of stillness and wonder. While many
visitors know Hakone for its daytime views of Lake Ashi and Mt. Fuiji, the region’s true magic
often reveals itself after dark.

Here are some great experiences in Hakone at night—where warmth, light, and sky come
together in unforgettable ways.

Hot Springs Under the Stars

Few experiences capture the essence of Hakone more beautifully than soaking in an open-air
onsen beneath a star-filled sky. Surrounded by forested mountains and natural geothermal
waters, Hakone’s hot springs offer a serene nighttime retreat that feels worlds away from city
life. Many of the hotels and ryokan in Hakone will have outdoor bathes, but check to make sure.
As evening settles in, outdoor baths, known as rotenburo, take on a special atmosphere. Steam
drifts into the cool air, the scent of cedar and stone lingers, and the quiet is broken only by the
gentle sound of flowing water. The contrast between the crisp night air and the soothing warmth
of mineral-rich waters creates a deeply relaxing sensation.

Facilities such as Tenzan Onsen, Mori no Yu, and Hakone Yuryo are nestled along forested
hillsides and are particularly enchanting at night. Soft lighting preserves the natural ambiance,
allowing bathers to gaze up at the stars while immersed in centuries-old bathing traditions. In
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winter, snow occasionally dusts the surrounding rocks and trees, adding a storybook quality to
the scene.

Many ryokan (traditional inns) also offer private or semi-private open-air baths, perfect for
couples or families seeking a more intimate experience. Whether you choose a historic
bathhouse like Kinokuniya or a modern resort spa like Tenyu, soaking under the stars in
Hakone is not simply about relaxation, it is about connection to nature, to tradition, and to
yourself.

Why it’s special: The mountain setting and minimal light pollution make nighttime bathing
especially atmospheric, blending wellness with the surrounding natural beauty of the forests or
mountains.

Lantern Night at Hakone Kowakien Hotel

For a truly romantic and nostalgic evening, step into the warm glow of Lantern Night at Hakone
Kowakien Hotel. This seasonal event from January 1st to March 31st transforms the hotel
grounds into a softly illuminated wonderland where hundreds of lanterns cast delicate patterns
of light and shadow.

As guests stroll through the garden pathways, lanterns line the walkways and reflect gently off
nearby water features. The scene evokes an old-world charm, reminiscent of Japan’s Taisho-
era elegance, yet presented with refined modern hospitality. Couples wander hand in hand,
families pause for photographs, and visitors find themselves lingering in the golden glow.
Inside, the hotel’s refined architecture and welcoming lounges provide cozy vantage points to
enjoy the ambiance with a warm drink in hand. The interplay of lantern light against the
surrounding mountains creates an atmosphere both festive and peaceful—perfect for quiet
reflection or shared moments.

Lantern Night typically coincides with cooler seasons, when early sunsets allow guests to fully
appreciate the luminous display as preparations start at 18:30 and lanterns go up at 19:00. The
experience is more than decorative; it is immersive. It invites you to slow your pace, breathe in
the evening air, and savor the simple beauty of illuminated pathways.



Why it’s special: The combination of heritage-inspired design and contemporary comfort makes
Lantern Night a uniquely Hakone blend of tradition and refinement.

An Evening to Remember

Hakone’s evenings invite you to slow down and experience the region in a different light,
sometimes literally. Whether you are soaking in a steaming open-air bath beneath the stars,
strolling through lantern-lit gardens, gazing at constellations from a mountain summit, or
wandering among winter illuminations, each moment offers its own quiet enchantment.

Unlike the lively energy of major cities, Hakone’s nighttime charm is gentle and restorative. It
encourages presence, conversation, and appreciation for the natural world. The mountains grow
silent, the skies deepen, and the glow of warm light and geothermal steam create scenes that
linger in memory long after your journey ends.

When planning your visit, be sure to set aside time not only for Hakone’s famous daytime
attractions, but for its magical nights as well. In Hakone, evening is not the end of the day. It is
the beginning of a new and luminous experience.

Travel Information

Hakone Bus Information (HAKONE JAPAN official site)
https://hakone-japan.com/plan-your-trip/getting-around/hakone-bus-information/
Hakone Tourism Association

Email: yuukyaku@hakone.or.jp
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